bn College, Oxford,” 
nd Yi of 185 Sepulchre 
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IS - But the Day: if the Lord will come as a Thief 
1 Night, in the which the Heavens ſhall paſs.-6 
= with a great Noiſe, and the Elements pa 

F with fervent Heat, the Earth alſo and the Works + 
ME that are thergin ſhall be Sirius. Eo 8 
MNeverthelefs we, according to bis Promiſe, look fon 
nero Heavens and a new Earth, wherein 
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PAS (4) the Faſhion of this World never 
to paſs away; were our (5) Houfes and 
'Y our Lands to continue for ever, and 
ourſelves in Poſſeſſion of them to all Ages; had 
(c) no Changes happened already to induce us to 
believe, that greater may follow in Heaven and - - - 
| Earth; was there no Evidence that the State cf 
SS © this World is ſuffered to continue OE * 
| SGoodneſs and Patience of the Son of „that 
none may complain of a Want of Time for Re- 
entance and Amendment; or in parting with our 
Bodies at the Hour of Death, had we no Hope of S 
receiving them again, or of living and acting in 
another State; the Doctrines relating to a Judges 9 
ment to come, the Suddenneſs of it, and te 
Changes following in Heaven and Earth, might Bl 
be treated as the Fancies of the fearful and ſuper= 
ſtitious, or the Artifice of cunning and «ambitious 
Men, to awe the Simple, and ſecure their Obe- 
dience, by working on their Fears. But the __ 
VTV YR TOES on Rs 


(a) 1 Cor. vii. 31, (e) 2 Pet. iii. 4, 6, 6, 7. 1 
(6) Pal. xlix. 11. % 2 er H. % ig, cͤʃ !! 


2 2 4 % 2 


r 4 7 25 1 Ar 
4 . 5 1 bi l Q o * 1 4 
— 7 p — | a 
; 4 : 1 ” N P k 4 1 
XY \ 7 5 * . 
as 4 1 5 
9 ö 
Tf 7 3 . 7 8 6 * 4 2 2 n: e 7 q K 1 0 * * L r 28452 © a 
8 ö - 5 4.45 8 ru 3 3 5 1 A a - * © 9 N „ 7. . 4 89 2. — * 
r k 8 * 7 's -F: : : 4 8 er Wen — p p 2 4 * 9 A ; 2 % * „ S N * . == 
7 — = 1 oo : - "* 3#\ i * GS W d 
, 3 q * 3 4 + 2 is * 1 4 e 
2 * x 1 * 2 1 2 * \ $- x 3 Ag - * . 
"a 4 1 > P wih CW . NR 
Wo _ * * * 
* © 1 % 5 


* n * * N * 
2 * * , 
) ; ” 
1 We N 9 
4 7 Fn) 1 
r - 
# * * : : b a 
a 3 
g ; * 4 9 
- EY *. 4 
* 
- 


1 


75 
1 7 Eg 


” r Sa” 14.” *. 92 0 4 64 En 
* = AF, ©, IF SE; We 35 
7 7 * 


4 Fas ps YO A i; 
—— — 
* 
9 — 
+ 
* 


* 
= * x 
. 


ES I... ; 
4 
* >" 
1 2 


Mane "ſuffered dy fegndi 4 8 Fibel, and Serin; =: 1 
'ture ring us (for I ſpeak to th ſe who believe 
- the Scripture) that a worſe Evil will again 2 
it, They the World ſhall be burnt and purified by 
Fire; and the ſame Scripture teaching us farther, hat 
how ſoe ver Things may proceed at preſent in their 
wonted Courſe through the Patience of Chriſt, yet 
the Time will come, "and that on a ſudden, 28 , 
the Son ſhall appear in the Terrors of Juſtice, and 
the Sweetneſs of Mercy, to puniſki#he Wicked, 
and reward the Righteous, and deliver the Crea- 
ture from the Effects of the Curſe, to which it is 
ſubjected by the Sin of Man; and Death being 
certain and near all Men, though Judgment is far; 
and Judgment finding us according to the State of 
Virtue or Vice, of Mercy or Wrath in which we 
depart; it highly concerns us to conſider the Ef- 
fects of the Coming of Chriſt, that being timely 
prepared by Faith and Obedience, we may eſcape 
the Evils of the terrible Burning mentioned in the 
Text, and be Heirs of the Bleſſings of the World 


to come. In treating of the Text l ſhall conſider, 
* 


Firſ, The Extent SP Cauſe, the End Tels Time 
of the general Burning, or Diſſolution of all Things, 
which is thus expreſſed in the Words of the Text, 
The Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe; and 
whe Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat, the Earth 
ala, and the Works that are #herein ſhall be burnt 
up. 

W The 1 and Cd the End and 
Time of the Renovation following; Nevertheleſs 
we, according to his Promiſe, look for new Heavens 
end a new Earth, wherein awelleth Righteouſneſs. 


Fir, 


" * js Fe ; ball d conſider 5 8 and Caulk, the 


End and Time of the general Burning. - The Ex- . 


tent of the Burning is to Heaven and Earth z for 


Elements ſhall melt, and the Earth be 1055 up. 


ſays the by 194 The Heavens ſhall paſs zway, the 


The Heavens ſoall paſs' away ; that is, the firſt : 
Symptom of Nature's expiring in this great Fever, 


is 45 Darkneſs of the Heavens: For as Light was 
the Beginning of the Creation of the World, being 
the firſt Work of the firſt Day: So withdrawing 


the Light will fore-run its Diſſolution or returning 
to Chaos. For according to St. Fobn, (e) The Sun 
hall become blaik as Sackdoth of Hair, and ibe Moon 


become as Blood; and the Stars of Heaven fall unto 
the Earth, even as a Fig- tree caſteth᷑ her untimely 


Figs, when ſhe is ſhaken of a mighty Mind. Which 


Scene of Horror is'thus introduced, Lo, there was 
a great Earthquake, or rather, @ great Shaking, 


that is, of Heaven and (f) Earth. For the Lights 


are (g) /et in the Firmament of Heaven, and when 
that Thall vaniſh, they cannot but ſuffer a notable 


Change, Ir ſhall periſh and be changed, ' ſays (b) 


the Pſalmift : It ſhall vaniſh like Smoke, Hays 7) the 


Prophet Jaiab: And its Powers ſhall de ſhaken, 
ſays (&) the Son of God. Which St. Zobn repre- 


ſents after this Manner, (7) The Heaven N 
2s a Scrow!, when it is rolled taget beer. 
The Curtain (m/ of Heaven will be firſt dads; 


(n) back ere the Son will appear as Judge of the 


World in Power and Glory. And the viſible 
Light, which the Scripture repreſents as the Gar- 


ment (9) of God, will firſt be put off, that the Sus 


(2) of 
p e) Rev. vi. 12, 13. con- (0) Math XXIV, 1 80 | 
fared with Matth. XXIV. 29, (0) Rev. iv. 14. 


J Ver. 14. (2) Pſal. civ. 2. 
() Gen. i. 16, 1 (z) Rev. vi. 14, 16. chap. 
(4) Pfal. ch. 25, 46. Rr. . Matth. xxiv. 29. 30. 


i | (2) Paal. Civ. 2. 
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— (an 156 Sun hes at che glorious Pre- 


b Pater tells us, . — the Hegvens being on Hp 
ze Alſolosd. By which it appears, — che Burn- 


ful Appearance ſome Tears 


the ſeveral Parts of the viſible Horizon, pr 
to the Mind the terrifying Figure of an Arch of 


x 


7% n . in the oY 
For ile aa H 


re” 


e- e the: 


{ence of the Son of God, as the'Stars grow. dim at 4 
the approaching Brightoeſs of the riſing San. St. 


ire 


of the Heavens ſhall-accompany or follow the 
Concuflion, as Shakings of the Earth are fre-. 


4 a . great 
quently followed with fiery Eruptions. An Idea 


of which you may probably form f from the Iright- 
in the 


J to Point from 
eſented 


Sky 3 when Shoors of Light rift 


Fire compaſſing the Earth, and threatning Ruin to 


the Inhabitants of it. The Apoſtle adds, tba: the 
| wy ſhall melt, chat is, as watry Vapours fal- 


Ting from above in impetuous Showers, (s) met 
the Waters of the great Deep: riſing from be- 


neath, and covered the Earth with a 2 De, 


luge in the Days of Noah; ſo fiery Meteors and 
burning —— ſhot and diſcharged from the 
s of the Air, and ſtrengthened with the In- 
fluence of the labouring Heavens, will deſcend on 


the Earth like the Brimſtone and Fire from God 


upon Sodom, and together with the central, or 
ſubterraneous Fires burſting from beneath, will 


| uy waſte its Surface, and convert the whole into 


a glowing Monument of God's Indignation. For 


ide Earth alſo, and the Works that are therein ſhall 
te burnt up, that is, the Works of the Pride and 


Wantonneſs of Man, their lofty Buildings, curious 
Gardens, and Retirements of Pleaſure ; their po- 


pulous Cities filled with Oppreſſion, Riot, Welk: 
Wealth; 


() Mal. iv. 2 25 (r) Ifa. xxiv. 23. 
( Match. xxiv. 27. (s) Gen. vii. 11, 12, 
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Wealth; their Caſtles and Fortreſſes, che Martes 
of Servitude, and Supports of Violence; their 
5 N 4 * — 1 

pompous Navies, the Suppl 


y. of \ Luzury'z with 
other EffeQs. of Vanity and Power, will all be 
conſumed and vaniſh; into Smoke in this dreadful - 
Burning. The Day of the Lord of Hoſts, ſays Ijnigh, = 
(7) Hall be upon'every bigh Tower, and upon eve 3 
upon all pleaſant Pictures. 
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lution is the Power of Ged. 7 ſaw, ſaysSt. Tar. 

(u) a great. white Throne, and bim that ſe on it, 
from whoſe Face the Earth and the Heaven fled away, 
and there wes found no Place" for them. * But the 
moral Cauſe is the Sin of Mankind. If we ſearen 

the Records of holy Scripture, it will every where 
appear that Changes m the Elements Crombie | 


worlſe are owing to Sin, as: I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew-from particular Inſtances. The Earth which 
abounded with wholeſome Herbs and delicious 
Fruits, the Subſiſtence of Man, of Beaſts, and of 
Birds, was curſed with Barrenneſs for Adam's Trau. 
greſſion, and ſhews its Fertility in bringing forth 2? 
Thorns to increaſe the Labour and Sorrow of Man. 

In Proceſs of Time, when Wickedneſs increaſed 

and ſpread with Poſterity, and the Meaſure of 

their Sin was equa] to their (r) Numbers, tbe 
Earth was over-flown with a Deluge (x) of Wa. 
ters, to purge it from the Filth of a People im- 

merſed in the Pleaſures of Senſe. And in after 

Ages (y) Droughts, Barrenneſs, (z) 1 + 

and Devaſtations were alike-owing tothe Wicked- 

_ neſs of Man, He turneth a fruitful Land into Bar- 

| | „ J 

(% Tia. il. 12, 18, 16. Y Jer. K. 12, j 


b (4) Rev. XX. II. | (8) Ha. Cty 1 
N (*) Gen. vi. il, 13. iv. 22 24, Ee. - 9, Je 


l 

- "a 
e, fays the Pa, (a) 
| 


ot For the gg, 2 L 
1 them that Wel therein. _ Iſaiah, | (b) The Earth | 
1 Hall reel to and fro lite a Drunkard, abe Hall be re. 


mnmaoved like a Cottage...) And why ? The 1 es 5 
. thereof ſball be Wer aper it 3 and it hal fall and | 
M not riſe again. 3 
* If we —. to the Waters) it will u leſs phe 3 
= ON that Springs are dried up, Riversfail, or (4) are . 
r turned into Blood, and (e) the Sea rages, to diſtreſs 
40 Sinners, and afflict them in a Way that points out 
their Sin. He lurneth Rivers into a Wi lderneſs, N 
ſiays the P/almift, (f) and the Vater- Springs inis 


pl \ by 
2 * r 
3 Wert A N . ˙ͤ »‚— U w way 
— 
n 


J) TTT 


5 Ground. (g) Tbou art righteous, O Lord, ſays 
1 the Angel of the Waters, becauſe thou haſt judged. 


Sa HE RET 
RENT CELL) 


11 bus, that is, in turning into Blood the men the 
29 Rivers, and Fountains of Waters, for they have ſhed. 


+ 1 1 the Blood of Saints, and Prophets; and itbou - „ , 
EE given them Blood to drink, for they are worthy. If 
IVY we look into the Air ; () Thunder, pena 

33 Hail-ſtones, and Rain, in uncommon Meaſure, | 


4. Form, and Degree; noxious Qualities ſpreading 
Infection whereſoever they go; and violent Tem- 
i peſts lifting up the Sea, and ravaging the Earth, 
g&aare the Weapons and Inſtruments of God's Indig- 
„ nation, with which he reſtrains and puniſhes Sin. 
23108 (i) Take me up, ſays Jonah, and caſt me forth into 
1 [ the Sea ;, ſo ſhall the Sea be calm unto you : For I know: 
that for my ſake this great Tempeſt is upon you. And 
| . laſtly, if we aſcend to the Stars and Luminaries of 
1 Heaven, we find them at Variance with the Wicked 
| and Impenitent, or ſuffering Changes on Account 
| 
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of their Sin. The Stars in their Ces fought 4 


BI 
| Þ gai 
se 
uh (c) x Kings xvii. 7. and (6) Rev. xvi. 17, 18, 21. 
— xviii. 92 18. Job xxxviii. 22, 23. chap 
[6 (4) Exod vii. 20, 21. xXxxvii. 11, 13. Rev. vii. 1, 
FM 00 * „ 0 Jonah i. 12. 
1 


rai 14 0 The. Sun was. Sl el in a won- - 
derful Manner. (1) at the Noon-Day, While the? 
of God, the Light of the. Warla,. vas N on 5 
Croſs. And its Heat will e by the Vial ok 
Wrath to ſuch an Exceſs, (m) as to ſcorch and tax 
ment the Bodies of Men, it was made to cheriſh, 
And it is not improbable that Job's Words, (u) T 
| Heavens. are not clean in bis ſight, or (o) the Stars 
are not pure in his fight, may be ſpoken of thoſe Bo. 
dies with relation to the Changes, which they ſulfer * 
through Sin; for Sin is repreſented as reaching unto 
(D Heaven. Mt 
© Theſe are the Effects which are nicht” in he 
World through the Wickedneſs of Man. For how 
| can it be expected that the Fruits. of the Earth, the 
Bleſſing, of God, ſhould+ ſpring in their Seaſons to 
2 X a People living 0 themſelves, and not un- 
0 God; and renewing their Wickedneſs together 
«ll their Strength? How can it be expected that 
a calm, 8 and temperate Air ſhould, be 
breathed by thoſe, whoſe Paſſions are tempeſtuous, 
who ſerve tbe Prince of the Powgr of the Air, and 
the Venom of whoſe Tongues is daily polluting it 
with Lyes? Can the Lights of Heaven ſhine upon. 
Men with propitious Rays, whoſe Souls are, Over- 
| caſt with the Darkneſs of Sin, and whom 
vouchſafes not to cheer and refreſh with the Light 
of his Countenance? And if Sin be the Occaſion of 
all the Diſorders in Heaven and Earth from the 
Beginning of the World to the Age we live in, we 
may well infer thab the greateſt — 55 the Diſſolu- 
tion of che Wer will be alike owing to the ame 
wee” E 
(4) Judges v. 30. S 
60 Luke xxiii. 44, 45. (0) Chap. xxv. g, 
00 Rev. xyi. 8, 9. 1 Rer. xvii, ho” 
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"73-0 l Kr nM $2.7 ; N 
I 11 e ſays God, * Hire is kindled' in my- 
7 ſhall burn unto > We) Hell, pry nr | 
Conſume the Earth with her ce qu and ſet on 1 „ 
* Foundation of the Mountains. © jo i WS 

- Thirdly, The End of the Diſſolution, or gen ral / 
ing. is to aboliſh the Memory of paſt Sin. by 5 5 
_ deſtroying the Works and Monuments of it. 70 
"take away from Sinners the Fewel of their Luſts, 
and the Means of offending, the Goods of this 
Life. To change the Scene of their wicked Ac- 
tions, where they have long gone on in Blaſphemy 
00. and their Inſults — Men; P o 
puniſh the Wicked for the Sins t ö 8 
Sate, and Habitually committed. 

Fi, The End of Gio Difdlution.3 is to abelich 
the Memory of paſt Sin, h deſtroying the Works 
and Monuments of it. The Wickedneſs of Man 
frequently diſcovers iefelf in laſting Effects; and 
Memorials remain to this very. Day of the Cryelty, 
. Pride, and groſs Superſtition of former Ages, and 
| Hagke owed for their Riches and Power. The 
Surface of the Earth is ſcarred with the Effects of 
military Rage. And the Nakedneſs of Countries 
-Forgrerly rich in the Product of their Soil and 
Number of Inhabitants, and the Ruins of ancient 
and flouriſhing Cities, proclaim the Violence and 
Ambition of the Powerful. In other Places, where 
Plenty and Power have a long Time floüriſhed, 
Cities begun in Induſtry and Juſtice, | but increaſed 
with the Gain of Avatice and Fraud, become the 
Seats of Luxury, Pride, and all Sorts of Wicked- 


neſs. Edifices Miſe for effeminate Pleaſure, and. 


| ſplendid Seats to tranſmit to Poſterity the Names of 
Men, who attribute their Greatneſs to their qwn_ 
Prudence, Courage, and Foreſight, , Delightful 
Garden, cool Grots, and refreſhing Streams, 


which 


* 


wh „ 5e 1. aboure | 
| wi Skill, are fre It K. 
of tlie Rien and ſer ve len Netirschentä f to Wantons 
neſs and Sloth. To which may be added the Dis. 
ſorders in the "Elements introduced by the Cur 7 
the Puniſnment of Sin. All Which Being” Marks 
morials of Man's Difobedienicg,, an End 
will be put to this fuinous State and Chdition of 
Thids by the Juſtice of God, when the Time of 
his Patience and Forbearance- is fulfilled, and the 
Righteouſneſs of dhe Saints and _ Nomber' is 
bent rae? 5 1 | 
. Secondly, The End of: he Diſtolution 18 to tu 
way from Sinners the Fewel of their Luſts, and 
the Means of offending, - the Goods of this" Life, 
Experience teaches us that che Unjuſt will oppreſs 
ſo ov as they have Power; that the Drunkards 
will — whe the Vineyards ate fruitful ; and 
that the Riches of the Earth; the Waters, 206 the 
Air, will ever be the Spoil of the Glutton and'Sen= 
ſualiſt. If ſome are reclaimed by the Word'of 
| God, the Reproofs of Conſcience, and the Counſel 
of a Friend, by Lofſcs in Fortune, bodily Sicknel$j 
or other Methods of divine Goodneſs, yet others go 
on ſo long as they have Power and Opportunity*ts: 
Sin. If ſome are cut off, and removed from the 
Comforts of this preſent Life, which they conſtantly: - 
abuſe to their own Shame, and the Diſhonour of 
God 3 yet others ariſe and come in their ſtead, 
Riot in the Pleaſures which corrupted their Aneeſ⸗ 
tors, and promiſe a Succeſſion of like Sinners in 
the next Age from the bad Example left ta Poſte- 
rity. When Vice is propagated after this Manner, 
and revives in the Youth who riſe in the Place of 
_ their! fading Anceſtors, when no Calls nor For- 
bearance af God can recover, them from Sin, no 
Promiſes of greater Happinels divert their Purſuit 
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55 add will prong om, God 


late 1 n 
in the Seaſon thereof, and will 
my Flax given to cover ber Nella none 
all deli ber out of my Hanlt. 


Thug, The End of the Diſſolution is toWkaiign 


Cbrn in ibe Time thereof, and my Witt 
15 


the Scene of the Wickedneſs of Men, where they. 
have long gone on in their Blaſphemies "againſt 


. and their Inſulrs upon their Neighbour. The 
8 ſtery of Iniquity, which began in this World, 
wil! here be compleated, and the Actors of it re- 


ceive their Reward. For we dean from the Mes 
ſuffer for the 
'hus populous 


thods of divine Juſtice, that Flac 
Wickedneſs of the Inhabitants. 
Cities, the Scenes of Avarice, Fraud, and 

deannefs, have been turned into Ruins by 
Rage of Man, or the immediate Vengeance of Al- 
mighty God, as Sodom and Gomorrab, Adma and 
Zeboim, (5) whoſe Plains are Witneſſes to this very 


- Un» 


=y of the Fire of his Wrath, which burnt up 4 
| Pebple already enflamed with unnatural Luſt.” And 
the Tad Fate, which has happe 


ned ſucceſſively. to 
the Parts of the Earth, like a deadly Diſcaſewhich' 
cannot be cured, will, at laſt prevail and ruin the 


whole. There will no Dens . left for the Rob< 


bers to lurk and obſerve in, no ſecret and retired 


Chambers for the Adulterers and Unclean, nor any 


Repoſitories for the Fruits of Unrighteouſneſs, and 
the Inſtruments of Sin. The Seat of the Scorner 


and the Throne of Violence will be both over- i 


turned, and nothing remain but a Place of Tor- 
ment, here he who flies from the preſent Diſtreſs 
can have no Relief, but that which ariſes from the 
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(7) Hof. i ii. 9, 10. (+) - 


by his Juſt” udgrments,' and nj 0 th a) and 7 
deſtitute of Bod. I vill return, (ays God, (r)and | 
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e The End of the Diſolmion is to. puniſh 
the icked for their paſt Sins. 'The-Heavens and 
| the Earth which are now, ſays St. Peter, (i) ly ibe 


ame Word are in Store, reſerved unte H 
4 of Fug ment, and Perdition of F+- 


ainſt the Tuag 
2240 A J God in diſpenſi ng Puniſli· | 
ments to correct Sinners ſometimes in the: Place 1 
Where de Sas committed. (x) Thus faith: the 
Lord, ſays to Abab, in the Place where Dogs 
licked the Blood. of Naboth, ſhall Dogs liet iby Blood, 
even thine; which was afterwards fulfilled in the 
- (9) Death of his Son. And in the Prophet eres 
miah, (2) Becauſe they have forſaten mne, faith the 
Lord, and have eſtranged ibis Place, (that is 7. 3 
pbet) and bave burnt Incenſe in it unto other Gods, — 
and have filled this Place with the Blood" of Inno® 
cents; — (a) therefore behold the Day is come, faith 
_ the Lord, that — (b) I will make void the Counſel 
of Judab and Feru/alem in this Place, andi 
_ cauſe tbem to fall by the Sword before their Enemies. | 
And in like Manner Sinners ſhall be puniſhed in 
the Earth they have corrupted. The Judge of the 
World ſhall raiſe. them from the Duſt, to be Wit. 
neſſes of the Iſſue and Concluſion of Sin to expe- 
rience Sorrows greater than thoſe they have created 
oben; to feel ths Want of the Corn, and the 
1 
A 


. 
0 Ifa. xxiyv. 8. 1 '& 1585 xix. F. 
(s)-2 Te. MM. 7. (a) Ver. 6." 

(x) 1 Kings xxi. 19. _ (5) Ver, 7 

Oo) 2 * 24, 25, 26. 


— — — 
— 


22 — 4 — — — 
„ F N * 1 


2 5 


- — — . 
2 7 — = - _ 
— „ — AE IS ———·ůÜ[V ph 
. — 
3 * - * — 
f 2 


g ; J * 2 
+ 2 - 2 3 
; l —_— 
<= : 2 e ar _— Wo 
1 


EY * 
. 2 


* EF RT" 
e 5 
— 


£ 8 
_—_ — — . * — * 
oY 4 r 
why — 
_— 


_ 


8 5 5 ou 8 = — "4 F 
— — # l . ? * - *_ g L 
8 . 
* ” Who 7 2 3 — 8 *% © a4 Mt * —_ 
* Ds, . * e 7 * 7 bo" $4: Vac th,” © 2 ” 92 3 3-2? way T I * * * 
s _ ut : ye CS . e 
8 . N e — * 2 I 
— * : - ” I 
64 * n 2 * 
5 1 — = a 
, * 


1 — ES 
ece „ AS they UNIy ima 5 O OY 
Chance The wicked Prince may perllaps * 5 
mmented in che very Territory where! he l 
_ riſed/Crue] ty, and oppre ſſed the People cc ned 
1 his Care. And the Voluptuary Panid in his | 
rc of Delight, tothe Endithat the 
Pat Jeys may add —— the” Sy bt preſent 
 *Aftictions,” and accumula e felt 
there, Where er 2 i y | 
tertainment to every Senſe: In Wm 
= dows of Heaven will be open from je ap dif 
charge Deſtruftion on the Heads uf Sinnets, and 
the Earth from beneath will vomit obt Streams of 
overflowing Fire; and the Wicked ſhall be en- 
cloſed by the burning Elements, the Furnace they 
have heated with the Bfiars and Thorns of their & ani 
mer Iniquittes. 
+ Fourthly, The Time of oe Diſſolution is — 
Diy of Judgment, or the ſecond Coming of = 
of God. For St. Peter ſays, (c) The. Day e 
the Lord will come as a Thief in the Mig, in 40 
_ the Hebvens: ſhall paſs away with u great Noift &c. 
The merciful Saviour bears withithe Wicked, that 
none may complain (d) that he wanted Time #6 
repent and be ſaved. He continues to bear, if th 
will not repent, till the Meaſure of their Sin (ee 
full and overflow; till the M yſtery of laiquity,b6 | 
Methods of Error be Aen. and known, that 
God may be juſtified, and Sinners confounded 3 
that his Goodneſs may be acknowledged in forbid- 
dig 
(e) 2 Eph. lit. 10. (e) Matth. xiii. 32. Je! 
(4) n Pet. iii. 9. iii. 13. | 
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| akneſs, not- with the bumble and deſpi 
| 5 9 of: a few F iſnermen; not furrot x 
With falſe and infidious Phariſces}but: ave Is 


Power and great C 
as a Lamb app 
World; but in of. L ** ̃ 
Judab, to protect his Friends and Jew "his rt 
mies; with the Government on his Shoulder in- 
ſtead of the Croſs, and with his Arms ſtretchec 
out, not as a Sufferer, but to embrace the Righte- 125 
ous: and bring down the Wicked. He will 5 — 
come, not to propoſe the Covenant of Grace hut 
to make Enquiry how it has been obſer vet; Who 
have 5 or corrupted the Truth; Who 
have confeſſed, or denied Ri, in publick; What 
Sin has been cyered with the Cloke of e | 
and Guile ; What committed without Sigus 
Shame in the Eyes of the World, and with no 2 2 
morſe in the Secret of the Soul. What avowed, 
defended, and applauded by profligate Sinners: 
And what Due Tanks or deſpiſed as Hindran- 
ces of the Happineſs of this Pele Life, and the 
Badges of a ſervile and degenerate Spirit. (g) Be- 
cauſe the Cry of Sodom and Gomorrab is great, ſays. 
God, and becauſe their Sin is very grievous ; I will 
go down now, and ſee whether they have done aſtoge- 
ther according to the Cry of it, which is come unto 
me, Andin like Manner when the Cry of rhe Sing | 
of 
OO Rev. vi. 11. (e) Gen, xviii. 20, 21. 
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and wonderful 2 will be ſudden and unexpets. 
ed, like that of a (») Thief, who ſur prizes 2 care · 
b and ſecure Family in che Silence of the Night. 
will. viſit the World in the Midnight 7 Its 
| Wickodaok,, when the Nations ſleep in the Dark». 
neſs of Error, and the Shadow of Death, for orgefy | 
of God, and * with the ns of a 191 
| Converlation., He will then come, and waken the 
World. as he di Egyot, with the Terrors of h 
gments, and deliver his Church; afflicted 7. 
San ee the O preſſor. 
ſudden as (i) the ſwift Leeni | 
not ny 9 5 Righteous () who watch and pra and 
are ever preparing themſelves by godd orks 3 5 
but tp (/) careleſs Sinners, fixed on the Pleaſures, 5 
Profits and Honours of this preſent World; who 
_ fatished* or amuſed with fend le Good, haye no 
Defire to heavenly Enjoyments; and who. leading 
a Life which Conſcience condemns, caſt. off the. 
Thoughts of the Judge of the B W * * 
Comtiog j dreadful to unrepenting Sinners. a 


Sich then Chriſt will appear when Sinners are 
ſecure z fince he comes as a judge to condemn. 
Sinners; ſince the Heavens will be diſſolved, and. 
the Earth burnt, and the Wicked periſh in this. 


Ek Ruin; how does it concern us to prepare 
or 


his Coming by A and Faith? a 


05 | "Theft v. 2 (1) Ver. 3. Matth. xiv. 
| (i) Matth. xxiv. 27, 38, 39. ö 
% 1 Theſſ. v. 4. | | 
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be our Judge, Tet nothing femain that may wake 
us afraid of his future Appearance. If Heaven Will 


-purſue the Things of this World with Solicitues 
and Fear? To what Purpoſe ſhould we amals «+7 
Riches, which are ont of Proportion to the Com- 
forts of Life ? Build pompous and extenſive Seats, 
which we cannot fill, or but ſeldom viſit? And 
multiply Lands, whoſe Cares encreaſe together 
with their Fruits, but with chis Difference; the 
Fruits for others, and the Cares for ourſclves? 
Why ſhould we wear out the few Days of a tem- 
porary Life in this fruitleſs Labour, which is little 
more than heaping up Fewel for the dreadful. Fire 
of the laſt Day? And if this Change is the Effect 
of Sin and the Puniſhment of it, why do we defer 
to part with our Sins, which end in 10 certain and 
frightful a Ruin? Let none deceive himſelf that 
the Day of the Lord is afar off, that Ages will go 
on in a long Succeſſion, as Ages are paſt, before 
dis Appearance; but rather conſider that for ought 
he knows the Time may be ſhort z or ſhould it be 
_ otherwiſe, that Death is near though it ſeems to 
lag, and come in the Rear of Multitude of Days, © 
or threeſcore and ten. And that Solomon tells us, © 
(n) Where the Tree falleth, there it ſhall lie; or, 
that .he who deſcends a Sinner to the Grave, can 
have little Hope of riſing a Saint. Ze therefore, 
beloved, (n) ſeeing ye know theſe Things before, be- 
ware leſt ye alſo being led away with the Error of the 
Wicked, fall from your own Stedfaſineſs, But grow 
in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Feſus Chriſt : To him be Glory both now, and 
for ever. Amen, e \ 
„ C i 


(% Keel. ix. 3. 6) 2 Pet, ii. 17, 18. 
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Monument of God's Indignation. For how. c 


RENE "0 s * 

% {1 ſhall no. etd- to the Sans 1 Ame pes 
poſed to be gs namely, the Extent ms 
eauſc, the End and Time of the Renovation fa 
Towing 4 Nevertheleſs we, according 10 bis Promiſe, 
or new A and 4 new Forth, wherein 905 
dwelleth Ri 2 eouſneſs. It cannot be ſupppſed that 
this viſible World, which the Fire ſhall conſume, . 
will always continue a deſolate Heap, or perpetual | 


we believe that the Goodneſs of God, which 4 — 
this beauteou: Syſtem of Beings from the watry - 
Chaos, will no! reſtore. it in the like Characters of 
Wiſdom and Power, from the Rybbiſh and Diſho- 
nour to which it is reduced by the Fire of his 
Wrath ? If he raiſes the Bodies of deceaſed Saints, 
notwithſtanding they are blended with common 
- Duſt, to Immortality and Glory: How can we 
believe, that this viſible World, the Dwelling of 
Man, which his Sin has corrupted, ſhall not be 
8 Bah the Rig ante of Man, to a 
(e) new State of Perfection and Beauty? Can We 
775 think, that the Things which were made 
or (p) the Pleaſure of God, and have no Will to 
reſiſt and offend him, will be ſuffered. to continue 
in fuch a Condition, as diſcovers the Marks of the 
higheſt Diſpleaſure? Or, that Almighty God, 
whom none can contend with in Counſel and 
Might, will ſuffer the Devil to triumph over. his 
Work, and perſuade Sinners that he is ſtronger to 
deſtroy, than the Author of Nature to preſcrve or 
renew it? No; the happy State which all Thin 
ſhall be placed in by a ſecond Act of divine G 
neſs, will convince the Wicked and their proud 
Leader, that the Counſel of God cannot be fruſ- 
trated z that Qppoſition tends to illuſtrate his 
acer and — the more, and to finiſn the 


(s) Rom. vt. 19, 20, 21, 23. <4) Rey. f iv. In. 


Seher 1 which 4 his tt it a 
greateſt”) oy fo the Creature renewed, ad Tribe 
of ' Praiſe and Hohout to himſelf. : Since thay . 
Scripture aſſures us that all Things ſhall be reſtored, 
and Reaſons are ſuggeſted by 2 Mind of Man td 
_ fecond Revelation, T ſhall enter * the Tattieu - | 
lars! promiſed to conſider. 


Hirt then, * Ns of | E wa; OE 3 
the Text ſpeaks of, is of equal Extent with the Ru- 5 3 
in of it: That is, as the Heavens ſhall be diflolved, "i 
the Elements melt, and the Earth be barnt'up 
the Power of God will diſplay itſelf age has in re- 
forming and improving chart With fteſh Acceſſions 
of Perkection and Beauty, which will never gire 
Way to a ſecond Change. Whether God will pro- 
coed by the ſame Steps in rene ing the World, as 
he did in creating it, none can determine without 
Revelation; but this we are ſure of, there will be 
new Heavens and a new Earth, The Moon that 
appeared in the Likeneſs of Blood, will put on the 4 
* Splendor of the mid-day Sun; and the Sun that was Þþ 
pPlwkhack as Sack-cloth of bind. will ſhed forth his | 
Light wich vigorous Rays of ſurprifing Brigheneſs. 
AC it is written, () The Light of the Moon fhall be 
as the Light of the Sun; — the Light of the Sun 
ſhall be 25 fold, as the Light of ſeven Days, in the 
Day that the Lord bindeth up the Breach of bis Pro- 
* and healeth the Stroke of their Wound. The 
Earth will pour forth its richeſt Stores from its in- 
moſt Boſom; and the Air infpire Immortality and 
Joy into every Creature, the fitteſt Medium for 
the Mouths of Saints continually employed in fing- 
ing the Praiſes of their great Creator. Every 
Thing will ſhare accorging to its Rank in the Blei- 
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(e) Ita, xxxi. 26, | e 
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derived on cee Mari, 61 it is wri 
(r) The Creature itſelf ſhall be deliv 
dage of C orruption, into the gloriou Liberty of 
the Children of God. That is, 9 will be 11. 
of the noxious Qualities of the old World, which 
Sin had corrupted. The Beams of the Sun will 


from tha = 


torment none with Exceſs of Heat, (s) whoſe mild : 


Influence ſuffers no Change from the Vial of Wrath; 
por the pale Light of the Moon chill, where the 
Shadows of Night can never prevail, nor ſucceed 
the Brightneſs of eternal Day. The Terrors of 
Thunder will reprove none, whom' God ſpeaks to 
in the ſtill Voice of Tenderneſs and Love; nor the 
Storm and Whirlwind harraſs the Earth, where 
Peace reigns, and adjuſts and compoſes the Paſſions 
of Men, And laſtly, the Pillars of the Earth will 

never be moved, the Hearts of whoſe Inhabitants. 
are unchangeably fixed on the Rock of Ages, For 
it is reaſonable to believe that he new Heavens and. 
the new Earth will be every Way perfect in pro- 
portion to the Dignity and ny of its 95 
1 5 Inhabitant. 


. Sercondiy, The Cauſe of the Renis of the 
Heaven and the * is the Son of God, and chat 


in Reſpeck, 


Firſt, of his Merit. 
_ Secondly, Of his Power, 


Firſt, The Son of God is the 1. enn Cauſe 
of the Reſtitution of all Things. That is, all 
Things ſhall be reſtored by the Power of God, for 
the Sake of the Righteouſneſs of the ſecond Alam, 
as all Things were curſed, and conſequently undone, 
by the Sin of the Firſt, For it cannot be 3 

dhat 


60 Rom. vüi. 21. O) Rev. xvii 8, 9. 
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that the Sin of the one Thould prevail more to-pros 
voke the Juſtice of Almighty God, than the 
Righteouſneſs of the other to move his Compaſſion. 
And if God created the Heaven and the Earth, 4 
World of Perfection, Beauty, and Delight, and 
furniſhed it with Variety of natural Good for the 
Happineſs of Man, who had no Being till every 
Thing was prepared to receive and entertain him, 
and in Conſequence of it had merited nothing at 
the Hand of God: How can we conceive, that a 
new World will not be framed by the ſame Power, 
and be ſtored and enriched. with the greateſt Bleſ- 
ſings which the Nature of. Man is capable of enjoy - 
ing, for the Son of his Love, ho fulfilled 
Righteouſneſs in a ſtrict Obſervance of the Duties f 
the Law? If we take a View of Events paſt, or of 
Changes to come, as recorded and foretold in the 
ſacred Writings, it will evidently appear that na- 
tural Bleſſings are generally the Reward of national 
Righteouſneſs. (7) V ye walk in my Statutes, ſays. 
God, and keep. my Commandments, and do them - 
Then I will give you Rain in due Seaſon, and the. 
Land ſhall yield her Increaſe, and the Trees of the 
Tield ſhall yield their Fruit, and your threſhing ſhall- 
reach unto the Vintage, and the Vintage ſhall reach 
unto the ſowing Time: And ye ſhall eat your Bread 0 
the full, and dgvell in your Land ſafely. And we 
do not find, that the Dews of Heaven, the Riches 
of the Earth, kind Seaſons, and domeſtick Proſpe- 
rity were wanting to the Fetus, while their Righte- 
ouſneſs was greater to bring down a Bleſſing, than 
their Sin to prevent it. Nay, the Faith of Oue has 
prevailed with God to remove the Defects -intro- 
duced by Sin into natural Bodies, For Elijab prayed, 
(u) And the Heaven that was as Iron poured down 
| Kain, and the Earth which was as Braſs gave forth 
: N Der 


(0 Levit. XXV1, 3. = James v. 18. 
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7 Tirael liveth before whom I fand there haf not 
Dem nor Rain theſe Dari, but according to my = 
Verd. The Power of the Keys was committed ts 
his Hand in a; natural Senſe, to (y) ſhut- Heaven = 
and open it «gain for the Reproof, Conviction, ad 
1 Puniſhment of Sinners. In like Manner the barren 
Ground 7 5 * * — ma fruitful 
another Prophet (2) healing the Springs that u- 
as the Soil. 11 — — © _ 
the Changes and Revolutions to come, the Perfee- 
tion of the Church in the Fulneſs of the Gonriless- 
and the:Converfion of the Fews; will be followed 
with Improvements in the State of Nature. 27 
| Pall go out with Foy, ſays the Prophet (a). and se 
ted forth tuitb Peace; — age How the Hills 
7 break before you into finging, and all the Trees of 
is 1 Ra ſhall clap their Hands. Inſtead of the — 
Hall come up the Fir Tree, and inſtead of the Briar 
Hall come up the Myrtle Tree. If then viſible 
Things will receive ſuch Improvement on Account 
of the Church, if the Pleffings of Nature were diſ- 
penſed to the Jews in Proportion to their Righteouſs 
neſa in obſerving the Law, and Prophets could pre- 
wail with Almighty God to renew the Blefling 
which Heaven and Earth were deprived of throtugh 
Sin; if the Righteouſneſs of Man could prove an 
Occafion'of reviving the World in the Manner 1 
have mentioned, notwithſtanding it muſt periſn in 
the general Burning of the laſt Day; what Perfec - 
tion will it not recover, what Improvements will it 
not receive through the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt," 
when the Church ſhall be united in one pure and 
undefiled Body to the Lord its Head, an 9 
1 ö | 8 q 1 
x) 1 Kings xvii. 7 | 2 Kings ii. 19, HCG. 
{7 See Ri. 6. 2 Iſa. 3 . * 
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 Sucendly, The Son of God is, 3 vih as 


Father, the efficient Cauſe of the new Heaven, and 
| the new Earth; for it is reaſonable to believe that 
the World will be renewed by (5) the fame Power f 
which created it at firſt. I bave put my Hords in 
thy Mauth, and have covered iss in the woes 


the 


Hand, ſays the Father ta the Son, (e) 10 
Heavens, aud lay the Foundation of the 240. 
The Miracles apo wre 1 in ſtilling the Winds 
and calming the ewed his Dominion _ 
in Heaven and Bunch. and the Cures he Lge 
on the Bodies of Men, as healing. the Si ang 
Feet to the Lame, and Eyes 5 the Bli 
raiſing the Dead, are undoubted -Proofs 8 ne 
Decay can reduce the World to ſuch a Condition, 
that it cannot be renewed by the Power of Chriſt. 

For what can be :mpoſlibl; to the Son of God, 
(4) the 3 aud the Life ? Or what Sreas- 


ture cannot be reſtored 1 the Power af bim, 
who will raiſe an © the m h * a: 8 
laſt Day? 9 


Tbirdiy, T be End of the Revoraton af OY 
and Earth 1 a. 


2 Fi "ft, That the Goodneſs, Wide, and Power 
of God may be better diſcerned in his new Works 
than they were in the old. The Works of God 
are a kind of Mirroyr that reflects his Perſectiops z 
which if ſullied through Sin, conveys but a'faint and * 
imperfect Idea of his Power and Godhead. Hence 


* 


iN} Joka i 1. 3. Heb. 3. 2. aue to the Original. 
(d) Flas 25, 
* ) 8 , % foould be rendered. Re 
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wh it has come to paſs, that Men unacquainte with the - 
Riſe, Progreſs, and Conſequences of Sin, obſery. 
ing the Defects and Diſorders in the World, and 
inferring well that they could not proceed from a 
wiſe, good, and all- powerful Being, have denied 

his Efficiency in producing the World, and have 
rather aſſigned it to blind Chance, an evil God, 

or ſome other weak and inſufficient Cauſe. But 
when all Things ſhall be renewed, and appear in 
the Brightneſs of unſullied Beauty with their Com- 
plement of Perfections, it is then that the Greatneſs | 
and Goodneſs of God will ſhine in his Works; 
every Thing will ſtrike and conduct the Eye to the | 
Author of it; the Characters of his Godhead wil! 
be deeply ingraven in every Object, and nothing 
unworthy of ſo perfect a Cauſe will give an Occa- 

fion to. Queſtion the Truth of his making the 
r 


1 
1 
. 
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* Secondly, The End of the Renovation of Hea- 
ven and Earth is, that Righteouſneſs may reign in 
the new Frame and Syſtem of Beings, ' which had 
little Reſpe& and Intereſt in the firſt, The Apoſtle |! 
expreſſes it in the following Words, (e) Neverthe- 
I we, according to his Promiſe, look. for new Hea- 
vens and a fiew Earth, wherein dwelleth Rightebuſ- 
neſs. The preſent World, through the Wicked- 
neſs of Man, and the Malice of Satan, is the The- 
atre of Sin, and a conſtant Provocation of the An- 
ger and Juſtice of Almighty God. The Weak- 
neſs of the Fleſh, the Myſtery of Iniquity, and the 
Wrath of God have been partly diſplayed, and 
will fully be diſcovered in this Field of Battle be- 
tween Light and Darkneſs, - Heaven and Hell. 
Idols have been ſet up in the Place of God, and 
| honoured with the Tribute of Prayer and Thankſ- 


giving, 


(e) 2 Pet. iii. 13. 
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giving; which is only due to infinite Power and in- 
TI neſs, Evil Concupiſcence has been mote 
complied with than the Dictates of Truth; the 
Love of God, and Obligations to Charity. And 
Authority and Power conferred upon ſome for the 
Benefit of the whole, have been chiefly employed 
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by cruel,  faithleſs, and ambitious Men, in Acts of 


Gppreſſion, and building their Greatneſs on the 
Induſtry of others. And to 1 the reign⸗ 
ing City, or prevailing State of the Governments 
of the World, is deſcribed in the Figure of (f) Bas 
bylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots, and Abomi- 

nations of the Earth. But the Caſe will be other- + 
wiſe in the new Heaven and the new Earth, which 
will pour down Righteouſneſs and bring forth 
Truth. The Spirit of Godz which animates the 
Saints as the Soul-the Body, will unite them toge- - 
ther under Chriſt their Head in the ſame Know- 
| ledge of divine Truth, in the ſame Love and Obe- 
dience to God, in the ſame Affection one towards 
another, and in the ſame Endeavours to preſerve 
and promote the Happineſs of the Aﬀembly which 
each is a Part of. The Being of God, his Petfec- 
tion, and Authority will be fully acknowledged 5 
his Laws obeyed with Diligence and Cheerfulneſs 


his Myſteries underſtood, or received with Humi- : 


licy z his Juſtice revered ; his Goodneſs admired 3 
d himſelf worſhipped in Spirit and Truth. The 
conomy of the Word in a Body of Fleſh, the Se- 
ries of Wonders enſuing thereupon, and the Dignity 
of his Nature will no longer be Matter of Contra- 
diction and Strife, but confeſſed in a Mannet be- 
Stern e enjoy the Redemption obrained 
by his Blood. And himſelf will be joined with the 

Father and Spirit, in the Worſhip and Praifes of 
Angels and Men, Religion will be pure, and 
- "8 ones 


Dd {f)- Rev. 2vii. . 
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Virtue without Preſumption, Ne! whether Din. 
mulation, Honour without Pride, Power without 
Oppreſſion, and Knowledge without Conceit. No 
one's Abundance will create Enyy where every 
one is full. No one's Diſtinction, where every one 
is ſatisfied with his own Lot. The Modeſty of all 
will render it agreeable to prefer each in Honour to 
himſelf. And Selfiſhneſs will be loſt in the Spirit 
of Love, which. is publick, diſintereſted; and di- 
ts the Actions of every Part to the Good of the 


© Thirdly, The End of the Renovation of Heaven 

and Earth is, that the Righteous may be comforted, ' 
and receive 2 Reward for the Troubles they have 
ſuffered, and the Good they have done in this pre- 
ſent Life, According to Scripture (g) the Righte- 
dus are Strangers and Pilgrim in the World. The 

Manners, Language, and Proſpects of Men are 
E different from theirs. The God, they worſhip, is 
| not the Prince of the Power of the Air; nor the 
| City, they ſeek, Babylon the Great, the Seat of 

Pride, Confuſion, and Injuſtice. For which Rea- 

. ſon they are- little regarded by worldly-minded 
| Men, as unfit Inſtruments for the Purpoſes of Life; 
| who for Want. of complying with the ſecret Max- 
is which the World ſteers by, whatſoever * 
# it may outwardly make of Juſtice and Truth; 
|, who fixing their Thoughts on a future State inſtead 
. of the preſent, are unqualified thereby to ſupport 
the Grandenr and Intereſt of Government, and 
bear the Honours and Rewards of Merit. Nay, it 
is well for them if they eſcape ſo, and are not re- 
preſented in the black Character of Enemies to the 
State, which was Hamas's Artifice to deftroy the 
* <6 6 
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(g) 1 Pet. ii. rt. 
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Fes, who addreſſed bimſelf thus to bis abet 
Maſter. (5) There is a certain People ſcattered © 


Abroad, and diſperſed among the People in all the 


Provinces of thy Kingdom, and their Laws are diverſe ' 
from all People, neither keep they the King*s Laus: 


therefore it is not for the King's Profit to ſuffer them. 
Tf it pleaſe the King, let it be written that they may 
be deſtroyed. But howſoever they may fare in this 
preſent Life, the World to come is allotted to the 
Righteous; who will not be Pilgrims but Inheriters 

of it; to the Righteous and Deſpiſed, who have 
walked by Faith in a ſenſual Generation, been juſt 

with the Fraudulent, temperate and modeſt in A- 


fluence and Riches, pure andunſullicd in the midſt 


of Temptations,” and conſtant and-true iri Times of 


Dieſection. Who have fed the Hungry: comforted 


the Afflicted, and honoured Virtue in Poverty and 
Diſtreſs, and will therefore be juſtified by the Son 
of God with ſuitable Returns for their Confidence 
and Hope. The Countenance of theſe, whom the 
World treated as Madmen or Fools, will ſhine 


| Hike the Sun with the Brightneſs of Wisdom and 


their Hands be ſtrengthened with the Rod of Power, 
whom the Proud cruſhed as weak and contemptible. 
The Sheep-ſkins and Goat-fkins which covered their 
 Nakednefs, and the Dens and Caves which received 
them in their Diſtreſs, will be turned into Garments . 
of Beauty and Joy, and everlaſtiag Manſions of 
_ Pleaſure and Peace. The bleſſed Angels which aſ- 
ſiſted them in their Troubles as miniſtring Spirns 
and concealed Friends, will converſe with them 
now without any Reſerve, as Companions in their 
Foy ; and will join in Praiſes to Almighty God for 
the happy Iſſue of their Care and Fidelity. And the 
Spirit of God by preſenting to their Mind the beau- 
tiful Viciſſitudes of Juſtice and Pity, mutually 


5 | D 2 con- 
(4) Eff, iii. 8, f. 5 | 2 Ry 


—_ — 
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pt * (48). e 
. contending in paſt Ages to puniſh" or forgive the 
Inhabitants pl the Earch, wil enlarge their Souls 

with a vaſt Proſpect of the Depths of the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of God, that will prove an Occaſion 
of Increaſe of Joy, and of repeated Praiſes to Al- 
mighty God for their ſafe Paſſage to the Regions of 
Bliſs, through ſuch various Scenes of Trial and 
Danger. The Bleſſings of this State may partly be 
conceived by conſidering the Sorrows and Evils of 
the preſent. For if bodily Pains may prove ſo ex- 
ceſſive as to drive the Patient into Fits of Diſtrac- 
tion, what Extaſies of divine Joy will not be raiſed 
from Impreſſions of Pleaſure on glorified Bodies? 
If Contempt from their Brethren juſtly deſerved 
becomes inſupportable, and compels many for 
3 Relief to deprive themſelves of Life and 
Society together, what will be the Pleaſure which 

the Soul will experience from Honours received in 
the Aſſembly of the Bleſſed? And if Loſs of For- 
tune fills us with Anxiety, and the Senſe of the 
Inſtability of human Affairs mixes our Enjoy ments 
with the Fear of Changes, how will the Happineſs 
of the Saints in Light be perfect and conſummate, 
who abound with the Riches of divine Goodneſs, 
and have this added to their other Felicity, that 
the Comforts they enjoy will ever be the fame, or 
| ſuffer no Change but that of Improvement. 


Neri and Lash. The End of the Rede 


tion of Heaven and Earth is, that God may rejoice 
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and reſt in his Works. The viſible World is the 
Temple of God, which no ſooner was made, than 
he ſhewed his Delight in the Work of his Hands 
by pronouncing it Good. Bur this pure State being 
ſoon corrupted by Man's Diſobedience, the Sym- 

bols of his Preſence began to withdraw, and the 
World was expoſed to a long Train of multiform 


Evils, that in Proceſs of Time will utterly diflolve 
| | it. 
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it. Since this fatal and unhappy Divorce, the 
World is in Bondage to a new Lord, whom tbbe 


Scripture tiles the God of this World, an impotent 


Being 5 of Good, whoſe beſt Returns for the 


HFHondours 


e receives are Diſappojnement and Sor- 
row in the higheſt Degree. But the Myltery of 
Iniquity being once finiſhed, the Caſe will be 


otherwiſe in the ne Heaven, and the net Earth, 
which Righteouſneſs dwells in. The Glory of God 


will return to his Work, which is perfect in Good- 


neſs, and cannot be defiled with a ſecond Offence. 
That is, as the Tabernacle and Temple ' finiſhed 


and prepared for the Service of God, were both 
' overſhadowed. with the Symbol of his Preſence : 
So God's Delight in his new Works, will be'pub- 
lickly declared by his viſible Preſence ſhining 
through the whole, and dwelling with his Church 


for ever and ever. This glorious State is deſcribed ; 


thus in Figures adapted to our preſent Conceptions, 
ti) Bebold, the Tabernacle of God is with Men, and 
he twill dwell with them, and they fhall be his Peo- 
ple, and God himſelf ſhall be with them, and be their 
God. And God ſhall wipe away all Tears from their 

Eyes; and there ſhall be no more Death, neither 

Sorrow nor Crying, neither ſhall there be any more 
Pain: For the former Things are paſſed away. And 
again, () There ſhall be no more Curſe: But the 
Throne of God and of the Lamb ſhall be in it; and 
his Servants all ſerve bim. (1) —And there Pall 
be no Night there, and they need no Candle, neither 
Light of the Sun: And they ſhall reign for ever 
and ever, For if all the Evils we can poflibly 
ſuffer, principally ariſe from the Want of the Fa- 


vour of Almighty. God, or from the Power of his 


Wrath, how will the Pleaſure'of Life be complete, 


R OV "mn 
- (4) Rev. i. 3; 46 | er; &- 
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1 1 in the Arms of his Love? 
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"aw 
will the Sonl fel, a 
Light of his Countenance ſhines) on t che Church 
wich perpetual Smiles, and it is cher 3 


| The kk Particular, 1 ſhall now . to, is the 
Time of the Renovation of Heaven and Earth. 
It cannot be expected that the new ſhould: appear 


till the old — It will fare with the World 
as it does with Man, the Body muſt periſh before 


it can riſe, and the World be diſſolved before it 
can appear in the new Dreſs of Immortality and 


— (m) I ſaw, ſays St. John, a new Heaven 


a new Eaxths.' fer - the ſitſt Heaven and the 
ed away, and there was na more 
Len. This is the End of the Oeconor y of Chriſt 
in the Nature of be: to exalt all Things to a 
fixed State of Perfection and Glory; which cannot 
be attained to, till his Triumphs are compleated in- 


the Conqueſt of Death the laſt Enemy. But Death 


being deſtroyed by the Power of God which raiſeth 


up the Dead, and the Earth with the Wicked con- 
ſigned to the Fury of devouring Fire, a new World 


will ariſe for the Reſt and Habitation of the Juſt, 


5 where their paſt Sorrows will no more be felt, than 


the Pleaſures of the Wicked in their Place of Tor- 
ment. For the Period of Judgment being now fi- 
niſhed, the Seaſon of Love will immediately com- 
mence ; and the Son of God, like a great Con- 
queror, who has notbing to do but enjdy the Peace 
he. has purchaſed with his Sword, will put off his 
Velure dipt in Bload, his Garments of Vengeance, 
and his Cloke = Zeal, and converſe with his Church 
in the pleaſing Dreſs of Mecknefs and Love; both 


receiving the Honours of a grateful People, whoſe 
arts overflow with a Senſe of the Wonders he 


has 
_(#) Rev, xxi. 1. | 


f Exceſs of Light puts out the Eyes of our weak 


of him who attempts to deſcribe his Happineſs, 


"Our > © 
has done for i and. filling their Souls again in 

Return with the ſweet Variety of divine Good, the 
Treaſures opened to his oo . e no En- 5 
e can ever exhauſt. 


„5 


But here 1 5 ſtop; being loſt ina State, whoſe . 


Minds, and whoſe Exceſs of Good inebriating the 
Soul ſurpaſſes Expreſſion, and renders the Tongue 


like the Tongue of a Man aſtoniſned with Wine. 4 
All that I can do, having thus conducted you to 
this Proſpect of Bliſs, is earneſtly to wiſh, and ſe- 


riouſly to entreat you ſo to demean yourſelves in 


this Life of Trouble, that your Labours being 
ended you may reſt for ever with the Son of God, 
in the World of Peace, in the Land of Plenty, | 
in the end City, and the Boſom of =y Laves's 
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